IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-14 and 16-21. 



Please add the following new claims 22-31. 



22. A^rocess for producing 1,4-disubstituted piperidine compounds of formula (I) 




wherein 

each R substituent is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, fluorine, 
chlorine, and bromine; 

a Z substituent is selected from a groufc consisting of -C(0)R 1 or -CCOJOR 1 ; 
an R 1 substituent is selected from the group consisting of straight-chain (C1-C5)- 
alkyl or branched (Ci-C5)-alkyl; 
a compound of formula (II) 



wherein said R substituents are selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, 
fluorine^chlorine, and bromine; 
a compound of formula (III) 



(IM) 



wherein said Z substituent is selected from a group consisting of -0(0)^ or - 
CCOJOR 1 and wherein said R 1 substituent is selected from the group consisting of 
straight-chain (Cl-C5)-alkyl or branched (£l-C5)-alkyl; 

wherein said compound of formula (II) and said compound of formula (III) are 
brought in contact and is reacted in a single process step by means of reductive 
dimerization 

(i) in the presence of a finely dispersed metalVompound selected from a group 
consisting of a chloride of titanium, a chloride of zirconium, a chloride of vanadium, 
a chloride of molybdenum, a chloride of tungsten and a ichloride of uranium of a low- 
vale nt oxidation stage; 

(ii) wherein the low-valent oxidation stage is produced in situ by means of a 
reducing agent; and 

(iii) in the presence of an inert solvent, said reducing aWent selected from the 
group consisting of zinc, lithium, sodium, potassium, magnesium, calcium, zinc 



3 



alloys, lithium alloys\sodium alloys, potassium alloys, magnesium alloys, calcium 
alloys, calcium hydride aHoys, sodium boron hydride alloys, and lithium aluminum 
hydride alloys; and, said inen\solvent is selected from the group consisting of inert 
ethers, nitrogen-containing unsaturated hetero-aromatics or tertiary amines. 



23. The process according to claim lWherein at least one of said R substituents is 
selected from the group consisting of fluorine, chlorine or bromine. 

24. The process according to claimJ^wheVein at least one said R substituent is 
selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, fluorine or chlorine, and wherein at 
least one said R substituent is selected from tyie group consisting of fluorine or 
chlorine. 

25. The process according to claimj^j^herein saidy compound of formula (I) wherein 
at least one of said R substituents is hydrogen, and wherein at least one said R 
substituents is selected from the group consisting of fluorine or chlorine. 

26. The process according to claim 25, wherein said R substituent on the benzene 
ring in the 8-position is chlorine. 



27. The process according to claimJ25^wherein said Z substituent is -C(0)0-C2H5- 
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28. The process according to claim 26 wherein said Z substituent is -C(0)0-C2H5- 



29. The process according to claim J22wherein said finely dispersed metal 
compound is titanium tetrachloride and that a low-valent stage of this compound 
made in situ by means of a reducing agent. 

30. The process according to claimj^wherein said inert solvent is selected from 
the group consisting of 1,4-dioxane, 1,2-dimethoxye thane, tetrahydro- furane, 
diethylene glycol dimethylether, tert. -butyl-methyl- ether, pyridine, or triethyl 
amine. \ 



31. The process according toWimJ^wherein the compound produced is 4-(8- 
chloro-5,6-dihydro-llH-benzo-[5/6]- cyclohepta-[l,2-blpyridine-ll-ylidene)-l- 
piperidine carboxylic acid ethylesteV 



